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WAMARCELLUS
“ SHALE COALITION®

September 2, 2026

Chris Smeenk, Esq., Attorney Advisor
Federal Communications Commission
45 L Street NE

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Federal Communications Commission: [PSHSB & OET: PS Docket No. 26-189; DA 26-
758; FR ID 359960]: Seeking Comment on Prohibiting the Importation and Marketing of
Certain Foreign-Produced Military-Grade Uncrewed Aircraft Systems (UAS} and UAS
Critical Components for Non-U.S. Government, Including Those with Swarming
Capabilities. Submitted via https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs and FCC504@fcc.gov

Dear Mr. Smeenk:

The Marcellus Shale Coalition (MSC), a regional trade association with a national membership,
appreciates the opportunity to submit comments for consideration on the proposal listed
above.

The MSC was formed in 2008 and is currently comprised of approximately 160 member
companies who are fully committed to working with local, state and federal government
officials and regulators to facilitate the development of the natural gas resources in the
Marcellus, Utica and related geological formations. Our members represent many of the largest
and most active companies in natural gas production, gathering, processing, transmission and
utilization in the country, as well as the supply chain companies, contractors, professional
service firms, and the skilled trades who work with the industry.

MSC member companies are proud of the industry’s contributions to meeting the energy needs
of the citizens of the United States. Domestic energy production, and particularly the growth of
natural gas production and use throughout the past two decades of the shale revolution, has
helped to strengthen our nation’s energy security, positively impact the geopolitical state of the
world by aiding our allies, and helped to enhance the lives of millions of people both within the
United States and abroad that have suffered from energy poverty.

It is noteworthy that this exponential growth in production — Pennsylvania, for example, has
gone from the 15 largest natural gas producing state to the 2" fargest over the past 15 years,
producing nearly 20% of the nation’s supply — has occurred in conjunction with strong industry-
led efforts to limit emissions, protect our shared environment, and maximize product recovery
that is available to deliver to consumers.
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The proposal risks unintentionally restricting access to technologies that have become
foundational tools for environmental consulting, infrastructure management, and public safety.
MSC members support energy, utility, transportation, and industrial clients, and they routinely
rely on drone-based LiDAR, thermal imaging, and automated drone operations to perform
corridor mapping, route selection, construction monitoring, geohazard identification,
emergency response support, vegetation management planning, and asset integrity
assessments.

These technologies are not specialized military capabilities in our industry; they are standard
commercial tools that improve worker safety, reduce environmental impacts, lower project
costs, and provide more accurate data for decision-making. Restricting future access to
commercially available platforms and sensors that support these applications could significantly
impair the ability of consuitants and infrastructure operators to efficiently plan, construct,
maintain, and monitor critical infrastructure. We encourage the Commission to carefully
distinguish between military-specific applications and widely adopted commercial uses of
LIDAR, thermal sensors, and autonomous drone systems, and to consider the substantial
economic, environmental, and public safety benefits these technologies provide across multiple
sectors of the U.S. economy.

Conclusion

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide these comments. Should you have any
questions or desire to discuss these comments and related matters in more detail, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
Patrick Henderson

Vice President
Government Affairs and Communications



