
What is Methane? 

Methane (CH4) is a colorless, odorless, tasteless and combustible gas that typically makes up 70 - 98 percent of 

the mixture known as natural gas.

Methane is not known to be a toxic health hazard. 

What is Methane used for? 

What methane emissions are associated with natural gas development? 

What are the potential risks of methane? 
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What are the sources of methane emissions to the environment? 

How can people be exposed to methane? 

• Inhalation of releases to ambient air:  

• “Stray gas migration” into buildings:   

• Exposure to groundwater containing methane:  

What is industry doing to prevent methane releases? 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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