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Business and Industry Guaranteed Loans (B&I): The purpose of the B&I Guaranteed Loan Program is to improve, develop 
or finance business, industry and employment, and improve the economic and environmental climate in rural communities. Loan 
purposes must be consistent with the general purpose contained in the regulation. They include but are not limited to the following: 
·  Business and industrial acquisitions when the loan will keep the business from closing, prevent the loss of           
employment opportunities, or provide expanded job opportunities.
·  Business conversion, enlargement, repair, modernization, or development.
·  Purchase and development of land, easements, rights-of-way, buildings, or facilities.
·  Purchase of equipment, leasehold improvements, machinery, supplies, or inventory.                                          
rurdev.usda.gov/BCP_gar.html

Business Energy Investment Tax Credit (ITC): The federal business energy investment tax credit was expanded significantly 
by the Energy Improvement and Extension Act of 2008. This law extended the duration -- by 8 years -- of the existing credits for 
fuel cells and microturbines; increased the credit amount for fuel cells; established new credits for CHP systems; allowed utilities to 
use the credits; and allowed taxpayers to take the credit against the alternative minimum tax (AMT), subject to certain limitations. 
The credit was further expanded by The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. dsireusa.org/incentives/incentive.
cfm?Incentive_Code=US02F&re=1&ee=1

Modified Accelerated Cost-Recovery System (MACRS) Plus Bonus Depreciation: Under the federal Modified Accelerated 
Cost-Recovery System (MACRS), businesses may recover investments in certain property through depreciation deductions. The 
MACRS establishes a set of class lives for various types of property, ranging from three to 50 years, over which the property may be 
depreciated. Such property currently includes combined heat and power (CHP). dsireusa.org/incentives/incentive.cfm?Incentive_
Code=US06F

The Climate Trust - Offset Request for Proposals: The Climate Trust is a non-profit organization that purchases greenhouse 
gas (GHG) offsets from energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. The Climate Trust purchases credits at prices that 
are competitive with other high quality U.S.-based carbon projects such as those certified under the Climate Action Reserve. 
An emission reduction purchase agreement sets a price to be paid for each metric ton of carbon dioxide reduced, avoided, or 
sequestered by a project. The carbon asset is equal to the carbon dioxide emissions reduced by a project over its lifetime multiplied 
by the price to be paid for these reductions. The Trust is actively seeking projects that reduce or avoid GHG emissions. climatetrust.
org/projectFAQ.html#FAQ2

U.S. Department of Energy - Loan Guarantee Program: Project developers must have projects that “avoid, reduce or sequester 
air pollutants or anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases; and employ new or significantly improved technologies as 
compared to commercial technologies in service in the United States at the time the guarantee is issued.” The focus of this program 
encompasses energy efficiencies and reducing greenhouse gases (rather than focusing only on renewables), therefore CHP 
technologies can be assumed to be potentially eligible if a project meets the “new/improved” technology criteria. lgprogram.energy.
gov/

EPA Combined Heat and Power Partnership (CHP): The CHP Partnership is a voluntary program seeking to 
reduce the environmental impact of power generation by promoting the use of CHP. The Partnership works closely 
with energy users, the CHP industry, state and local governments, and other clean energy stakeholders to facilitate 
the development of new projects and to promote their environmental and economic benefits. epa.gov/chp/Program/
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To provide an educational resource on the state and federal incentives promoting commercial and industrial natural gas 
use, the Marcellus Shale Coalition’s (MSC) Gas Use Committee has assembled this document to promote increased 
use of natural gas across the Commonwealth, the region, and the nation.
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